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PRACTICE NEWS
We are very excited to
announce the completion
of our new lab facilities
at
Kirkliston.
This
upgraded state of the art
facility will allow us to
carry out even more
advanced in-house blood
and urine tests meaning
faster reference-standard
diagnostics
for
our
patients.
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We hope you like this peek behind the
scenes and an example of where, as an
independent company, we are able to
continually invest where it matters most in
our commitment to providing the highest
standard of care and quality of service.

Tel. for both surgeries and
24hr emergency service:
0131 333 3203

TICKS
It may be difficult to think of such things with the cold and rain still
beating at the door but Spring will soon be upon us. For those dogs
and cats who enjoy a more active outdoor lifestyle our minds at this
time of year turn to protection against ticks. Ticks are small mites that
feed by taking a blood meal from your pet (or you!) and in so doing can
not only be unsightly and uncomfortable in causing localised
inflamation and infection but can also pass on more serious conditions
such as Lyme's disease.
Ticks climb up long grass or similar vegetation and wait for a passing
victim. This is called “questing” as they wave their forelimbs in the air
to smell out deer, cattle, sheep, dogs, or cats.
We have several options to help prevent ticks - Seresto Collar - a collar that lasts for 8 months,
also protecting against fleas.
- Advantix - a spot-on that lasts for 4 wks, also
protecting against fleas and biting lice. Repels ticks,
mosquitos, sandflies & stable flies.
- Bravecto - a tablet that lasts for 3 months, also
protecting against fleas.
Please speak to us to discuss which option would be
most suitable for you and remember that Pet
Healthcare Plan members get 25% discount on all of
the above products.

REPEAT PRESCRIPTIONS
Please remember that as well as ordering your prescriptions by
telephone, you can now order them online. Go to our website and
follow the link on our home page or copy the link below:
https://mackieandbrechin.co.uk/services/repeat-prescriptions
Please remember to give us 2 working days notice before collection.

STAFF NEWS

Many of you will already know
Stuart who has been a student
nurse with us for the last couple of
years. Stuart will be graduating in
May 2020 and so joining us
permanently as a fully fledged
Registered Veterinary Nurse .

Our Vet Nurse Colette has gained
two new additions to her family.
Moose on the left and Scout on the
right.
They were both rescued by Fife
Cat Shelter and rehomed to
Colette.
Even though they are from
separate litters, they are getting on
great with each other.

Charity News
Dementia Assistance Dogs
This is a fantastic charity that we will be supporting throughout 2020 who train
dogs to live at home with families where a person has an early stage diagnosis of
dementia and lives with a full-time carer. They also provide community dog visits
and dog day events.
Pilot programmes in Scotland and Australia are demonstrating this model brings
joy, companionship and practical help to both the immediate family and their
network.
If you would like to learn more about this fabulous charity please follow the link
below:
https://dementiadog.org/
In support, Drawings, Dogs and Daydreams have kindly donated a pet portrait
worth £35 for us to raffle in aid of the Dementia Dogs Project.
You can pick up ticket for just £1 from our Kirkliston or Linlithgow surgeries.
The winner will be required to email a clear photo of up to 2 of their pets
to drawings, dogs & daydreams.
Don't worry if you are unlucky this time around though as we have a number of
exciting new prizes waiting in the pipeline, so keep an eye out on our facebook
page or in the surgery for more details as they become available...

Friends of Chernobyl's Children West Lothian
This coming year vet Simon and his family will be hosting a child
through FOCC West Lothian. This is a fantastic charity that helps to
support children and their families that are still affected by the
terrible nuclear disaster of 1986.
Please see https://www.foccwestlothian.com for more information on
the charity itself and the ongoing struggles of the Belarusian people.

It costs around £1,500 to sponsor a child each year and help to bring
them to Scotland for a month of respite, health and social care. In the
first fundraising effort on 22nd March Simon and his two sons will be
partaking in a wet, muddy, relentless & gruelling 5k assault course in
a field somewhere near Kincardine.
Any donation, no matter how small would be very gratefully received
and can be made at our Kirkliston or Linlithgow surgeries, or for
further information and to donate online please follow the link below:
https://www.facebook.com/donate/884323945357084/

USEFUL INFORMATION
Out of Hours
In case of an accident or genuine emergency, please contact the
duty vet on 0131 333 3203.
You will then hear a voicemail message giving you the telephone
number of the vet that is on call.

Pet Healthcare Plan
The aim of the plan is to provide your pet with the best
possible preventative healthcare, whilst allowing you to spread the
cost with affordable monthly payments throughout the year.
Vaccination is extremely important to protect your pet from infectious
diseases and maintain good health; therefore the plan includes annual
boosters (including kennel cough for dogs and feline leukaemia
virus for cats).
Healthcare Plan members will also benefit from 10% discounts on:
Neutering, Imaging, In-house Blood tests, Surgery, Additional
vaccination
(e.g. rabies), Dental work and all food and selected treats.
Joining is very straightforward. If you are interested in a simple,
affordable way of protecting your pet's health please ask a member of
staff or have a look on our website (web address below).

www.mackieandbrechin.co.uk

